
Become a member of the Michigan Democra c Party! 
A great way to strengthen the ADCP is to join the MI Democra c Party. A $20 basic membership returns $15 to us locally.     
A $60 couple membership returns $40.  Join w/dona on: h ps://michigandems.com/join 
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 Our Board members: 
Chair: Linda Ayres 
Vice‐Chair: Dan McNeill 
Secretary: Wendy Johnson 
Treasurer: Chris ne Brennan‐Bond 

Important Dates 
 11/16/23:   April ACDP Mee ng, 6:00pm, Alpena   
                         Community College, Rm 106, Newton Center 

 11/23/23    Happy Thanksgiving! 
 12/21/23    December mee ng TBD 
           Happy Holidays!        Happy New Year! 

DEMOCRATS 101 AND THE DEMOCRATIC CREED 
 

On Friday, November 3, ACDP welcomed Bryan Watson to the Thunder Bay Winery to give a 
presenta on on the principles set forth in an innova ve book wri en by Jim Purvis “Democrats 101‐
A Primer for Us”.  Bryan is the MI liaison to the Democrats 101 organiza on.  This great book 
discusses the need to change the par san, toxic poli cal discourse that has dominated this country 
over the past 8 years— an Us vs. Them mentality.  Democrats need to establish an iden ty that 
defines principles that all, not just Dems, can universally believe in and communicate to others.  
 

Republicans have established an “iden ty” with the emergence of Donald Trump, the “MAGA” 
iden ty, which gives the right‐wing Republicans a sense of belonging to a “cause”.  Democrats 101 
presents what is called the “Democra c Creed” of 6 principles, rooted in the Declara on of 
Independence, the U.S. Cons tu on, and protected by the Bill of Rights. These principles & beliefs 
are and should be what all Democrats undoubtedly believe and iden fy with. Frankly, these are 
principles every American, including Independents and even Republicans should iden fy with, as 
they are founda onal American principles. 
 

The Democrats 101 organiza on is undertaking a na onal movement to encourage Democra c 
County Par es to officially adopt the Democra c Creed as its guiding principles—it’s iden ty. ACDP 
unanimously adopted the Creed at its October mee ng with all 16 members present vo ng in favor. 
Seven Michigan Democra c County Par es have adopted to date, including our neighbors, Presque 
Isle and Cheboygan, with Iosco on the verge.  
 

ACDP has created a “bookmark” with the principles of the Creed and will distribute them in our 
interac ons with everyone. Visit Dems101.org. The website is replete with informa on and 
resources, and you can register on a link to receive its newsle er and order a copy of the must‐read 
book. This is a grass‐roots movement to move forward in a posi ve way. 

ACDP is sponsoring a drive to collect toys, clothing, medical supplies, & money in me for  
Christmas. Because shipping takes up to 30 days, we are asking for your gi ed items by November 16,  
2023, the date of our next Membership mee ng at Alpena Community College. 
 

At our mee ng will be speaker Boyd Byelich, member of the non‐profit One Box. Mr. Byelich has been on several 
trips to Poland & Ukraine while coordina ng distribu on of supplies to families & soldiers. Mr. Byelich will 
coordinate shipment of our collected items & speak concerning his personal experiences from a  country in the 
grips of war.  Visit Facebook group 'One Box for Ukraine' for more details.  
 

Here's a list of items you can gi , for children and/or adults: 
Socks & underwear             Sweatshirts              Tennis Shoes             Backpacks       
Bandaids, Ace bandages, digital thermometers                hairbrush, toothbrush 
Toys (dolls, stuffed animals, jump ropes, s ckers, crayons & coloring books, magic markers  
    & art paper, hot wheels, puzzles, flashlights, plas c figures or animals, soccer balls, books,   
    school notebooks, solar calculators, foam balls, etc.   No food, liquids, creams or gels 
  

 Bring your gi s to the Nov. 16 mee ng or Drop off to Randy MacAulay at The Friendship Room, 1‐5 PM, Monday‐    
 Saturday, 322 W. Chisholm (989)657‐9313. Place items in a plas c bag or backpack labeled FOR UKRAINE. 
 

It's no secret that our Democra c Party supports Ukraine's war efforts to remain a free democra c country. Let's help 
the people of Ukraine endure their personal sacrifice while standing up to Russia's invasion & bombings. 

One Box for Ukraine Supply Drive 



Local, State and Na onal News Updates 

If you have news to report or would like to write an ar cle for the newsle er, please reach out to Cathy at:  
acdp684@gmail.com or call 989.916.6499 

106/99th District Democra c Leaders Update 
Many of you may be aware of the group that Alcona 
Dem Robert Kennedy formed many years ago for all of 
the Chairpersons in the 106th District.  Last winter, 
Robert decided to step down from his leadership in this 
group and I was asked to step in.   
This group is comprised of democra c leaders from all 
throughout the 106th and 99th State Districts.  We 
meet once a month to strategize, learn and coordinate 
our ac vi es in efforts to grow our democra c base 
and organiza ons.  Recent guests include:  Jim Purvis, 
author of Democrats 101 and Representa ve Carrie 
Rheingans who spoke to us about her support for 
Single Payer Healthcare in Michigan.  It’s been a 
pleasure working with the leaders of Northeast MI.  We 

are be er together.                            -Marie Fielder 

1st Congressional District Democrats Update 
There is new leadership heading up the 1st 
Congressional Democrats.  Former candidate for MI 
Senate, Barb Conley is now Chair of our 1st CD 
Democrats and I am the Region 5 Vice Chair for 
Northeast MI.  Serving in this capacity means that I am 
represen ng NE MI Democrats best interests, in our 1st 
CD mee ngs and work.  Keep your eye out for a bright 
new website that will announce all of the great work 
going on around Michigan’s 1st and greatest 

Congressional District.                   -Marie Fielder 

Democra c friend and Lansing Lobbyist Joe Gutowski has 
announced his website where you might follow current 
legisla on supported by many leaders and organiza ons 
from around our state.  Check out Joe’s website here:  
legisla veupdate.org 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE!  These before & a er photos of wooden swings that were replaced, & the steel frames                         
painted, demonstrate what a li le money, bright‐colored 
Rustoleum paint & 2 a ernoons of volunteer labor can do.  This 
was a community service project to completed by volunteers from 
our Alpena County Democra c Party.  Volunteers were Dan 
McNeil, Dan Ludwig, Bill Powell, Diane O’Connor & Chris ne 
Brennan.  Also, park bench was sanded & stained, 3 child swing‐set 
frames were painted, & a bouncy‐ride received a bright blue 
faceli  (a er all, blue is our color).  Almost $550 was donated by 
Alpena County Democrats to a GoFundMe account set up for this 
project.   
 

The idea for this community project arose during a discussion at 
one of ACDP’s Social Dinners in early 2023.  Here is what our 
Democra c group concluded that evening:  “The way to grow & 
promote the Democra c Party in Alpena is to show that Democrats 
can get visible things accomplished for the community without 
having to hold an elected office.  Show that we are capable & 

commi ed to ge ng things done.”  This is why ACDP social gatherings are so important – they 
help us find ways to take posi ve ac on. 

Early vo ng will occur statewide in 2024 for the first 
me ever. For 9+ days before an elec on, voters can 

visit an early vo ng site to cast a ballot in person, just 
like at a polling place on Elec on Day. This means that 
Michigan has a cri cal need for more poll workers.  
Sign up to be a poll worker here: 
h ps://www.michigan.gov/sos/elec ons/pollworker 

We made wonderful plans to enjoy a 
shipwreck tour around Thunder Bay on 
Lady Michigan with A orney General 
Dana Nessel.  But stormy seas made 
that impossible.  Instead we & Dana 
Nessel took shelter in our local pub, 
The Black Sheep.  Over a beer, Dana 
spoke casually with our group of about 

30 Dems & discussed some current issues on 
our minds:  Line 
5 & upcoming 
oral arguments 
in Federal 
Court, prison 
reform, literacy, 
the Michigan 
State shoo ng & her twins in college, gun safety 
reform, LBGTQ rights, & the fake electors 
indictment.  Michiganders are so fortunate to 
have Nessel as our lead prosecutor.   



Website: www.alpenademocrats.org   Like us Facebook: @alpenadems 
Instagram:  @alpenadems    twi er:  @alpenademsacdp 

Other newsworthy items... 

How did our Legislators vote... 
 

It is difficult to keep track of all the legisla on going on right now.  Here is a link that lists the Michigan bills and how each 
legislator voted.  FYI, do not be surprised that our Rep. Cavi  and Sen. Hoitenga have voted NO on 99% of all bills presented 
by Democrats. It doesn't appear that the importance of bipar sanship and working together for the common good is 
something the republican party seems to agree with.  h ps://www.michiganvotes.org 
 

Same goes for our 106 Rep. Bergman.  U.S. Congressional Votes:  h ps://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes 

Area republicans are already 
planning to get their 
extreme candidates on local 
ballots i.e. county 
commissioner.  We need to 
recruit and encourage Dems 
to apply. This link takes you 
to the Alpena County 
Website for applica ons. 
h ps://bit.ly/3FPSBhg 

For more informa on and Talking points visit:  oilandwaterdontmix.org 

Democrats win 
big in this 
November 

election.  Let’s 
keep it going for 

2024! 




